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Outline

ÅWhere is wild?

Åexisting maps: global to local

Åmapping wilderness and wild land in Europe

Åa new reconnaissance level map of wilderness in Europe

ÅWilderness and Natura 2000

Åa visual and statistical comparison

ÅIntegrating wilderness and habitat areas

ÅFuture work and recommendations
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The Last of the Wild (After  WCS/CIESIN)
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The Human Footprint (After WCS/CIESIN)
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The Human Footprint:

Europe
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GLOBIO GEO-3 

Analysis:

Human impact: Europe
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Wilderness continuum

(After Fritz, 2000)
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Mapping wilderness in Europe

ÅImportant issues:

ÅDistinction between perceived wilderness (wild and 

remote landscapes) and ecological wilderness (pristine 

and natural habitat areas)

ÅSpatial scale (data availability, resolution, model 

development and resulting spatial patterns)

ÅSize and location of priority core wild areas

ÅLinks and connectivity versus fragmentation and isolation 

(especially for ecological wilderness)

ÅAdaptability to a range of local conditions (social, cultural, 

economic, political, environmental, spatial, etc.)



Mapping wilderness

ÅSpatial combination of wilderness attributes:

ÅRemoteness from settlement/population

ÅRemoteness from mechanised access

ÅApparent naturalness/lack of modern human artefacts

ÅBiophysical/ecological naturalness


